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PAT WILLIAMS GIVES CONGRESSIONAL COLLECTION TO UM
MISSOULA—
The University of Montana-Missoula would like the public to join it in officially opening the
Pat Williams Collection and in celebrating the existence of the other congressional collections
at UM.
A reception at the Davidson Honors College lounge is scheduled for 4 p.m. Wednesday,
Nov. 5. The event will feature Ted Schwinden, former Montana governor, as the keynote speaker.
Schwinden will offer personal perspectives on the role western congressional delegations have played
in shaping local and national policy.
The congressional collections are part of the K. Ross Toole Archives at the Maureen and
Mike Mansfield Library on UM’s campus. Such collections contain constituent correspondence,
oral histories, reports, speeches, video and film footage, and photographs with both professional and
personal content. These accumulations hold valuable insight for researchers seeking information on
nearly every aspect of Montana or national politics in the 20th century, said Jodi Allison-Bunnell,
Mansfield Library archivist and assistant professor.
Williams’ collection, which first came to UM in February, will be beneficial for its
information about wilderness legislation, Allison-Bunnell said. After retiring from the U.S. House
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of Representatives last year, Williams joined the faculty of UM’s Center for the Rocky Mountain
West.
The congressional collections also include work from Joseph Dixon, Paul Hatfield, Mike
Mansfield, John Melcher, James Murray, Arnold Olsen, Charles Pray and Richard Shoup. These
congressional collections, which the University has collected since 1953, now measure more than
3,000 feet and make up approximately one third of the K. Ross Toole Archives. Historian and
Professor K. Ross Toole established the archives, which contain primarily donated materials, in
1968. The archives provide essential support to areas of study across campus and are also accessible
to the public, Allison-Bunnell said. As the repository for western Montana, the archives contain a
vast assortment of materials on western Montana history.
Interested persons will find the archives on the first level of the Mansfield Library. The
collection is accessible Monday through Thursday from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Friday from 8 a.m. to 5
p.m.; and Saturday from 1 to 5 p.m. These hours went into effect this academic year and will
remain or change, based on public response.
The reception is cosponsored by the Maureen and Mike Mansfield Library’, the President’s
Office and the Center for the Rocky Mountain West.
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